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ITEM 8.01 Other Events.

On January 15, 2026, First Merchants Corporation (the “Company”) received the non-objection of the Federal Reserve Bank of
Chicago in connection with the Company’s request for a waiver of application related to its pending merger with First Savings Financial
Group, Inc. (“First Savings”). As previously reported, the Company and First Savings entered into an Agreement and Plan of Merger on
September 24, 2025 (the “Merger Agreement”), pursuant to which First Savings agreed to merge with and into the Company (the “Merger”).

The Company has previously received (i) the approval of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, and (ii) the approval of the
Indiana Department of Financial Institutions in connection with the Merger. As a result, all regulatory approvals relating to the Merger have
been received.

The Board of Directors of First Savings approved the Merger at a special meeting held on September 24, 2025 and its shareholders
approved the Merger at a special meeting held on December 19, 2025. The Board of Directors of the Company approved the Merger on
September 22, 2025. With these approvals, the Company and First Savings anticipate that the Merger will become effective as of February 1,
2026, subject to satisfaction of certain customary closing conditions contained in the Merger Agreement.

Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements

This filing and the exhibits hereto contain forward-looking statements made pursuant to the safe-harbor provisions of the Private
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Such forward-looking statements can often, but not always, be identified by the use of words like
“believe”, “continue”, “pattern”, “estimate”, “project”, “intend”, “anticipate”, “expect” and similar expressions or future or conditional verbs such
as “will”, “would”, “should”, “could”, “might”, “can”, “may”, or similar expressions. These forward-looking statements include, but are not limited
to, statements relating to the expected timing of the proposed Merger, as well as other statements of expectations regarding the Merger, and

other statements of Company’s goals, intentions and expectations.

These forward-looking statements are subject to significant risks, assumptions and uncertainties that may cause results to differ
materially from those set forth in forward-looking statements, including, among other things: the failure of either the Company or First Savings
to satisfy any of the other closing conditions to the transaction on a timely basis or at all; the occurrence of any event, change or other
circumstances that could give rise to the right of one or both of the parties to terminate the Merger Agreement; possible changes in the
banking legislation or regulatory requirements of federal and state agencies applicable to bank holding companies and banks like the
Company’s subsidiary bank; and other risks and factors expressly identified in the Company’s filings with the Securities and Exchange
Commission.

The Company does not undertake any obligation to update any forward-looking statement, whether written or oral, relating to the
matters discussed in this filing. In addition, the Company’s and First Savings’ past results of operations do not necessarily indicate either of
their anticipated future results, whether the Merger is effectuated or not.

k ok ok ok ok ok

Exhibit 104 Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)



SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its
behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

First Merchants Corporation
(Registrant)

By: /s/ Michele M. Kawiecki

Michele M. Kawiecki

Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer
(Principal Financial and Accounting Officer)

Dated: January 16, 2026



