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o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))



Item 5.02    Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of
Certain Officers

 
(d)    On February 9, 2017, the Board of Directors of First Merchants Corporation appointed Michael J. (Jud) Fisher to fill the vacancy on the

Board caused by the retirement of Roderick English on October 1, 2016. Mr Fisher's term will continue until the 2017 Annual Meeting of the
Shareholders, at which time he will be considered for election for a three (3) year term. A copy of the Corporation's press release, dated
February 10, 2017, announcing the appointment of Mr. Fisher is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1.

Item 9.01    Financial Statements and Exhibits.
    

(d)    Exhibits.

Exhibit 99.1 Press Release, dated February 10, 2017, issued by First Merchants Corporation
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SOURCE: First Merchants Corporation, Muncie, Indiana

FIRST MERCHANTS CORPORATION ELECTS MICHAEL J. FISHER TO ITS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

First Merchants Corporation, a $7.2 billion dollar financial holding company, has elected Michael J. (Jud) Fisher to the
Boards of Directors for First Merchants Corporation and First Merchants Bank. Mr. Fisher is the President and COO of
the Ball Brothers Foundation located in Muncie, Indiana.

Charles E. Schalliol, Chairman of the Board, commented, “The entire Board of Directors is excited to be adding a
Director with Jud Fisher’s breadth of experience and his work in philanthropy to our already strong board. I believe our
shareholders and customers will be very enthusiastic about Jud joining us.”

Mr. Fisher stated, “I am enthused about the company and know the people I’ll be working with well. I look forward to
bringing my experience to help an Indiana-based community bank make a difference.”

In making the announcement, Michael C. Rechin, President and Chief Executive Officer stated, “First Merchants is truly
fortunate to welcome a leader of Jud’s stature to our organization as a new Director. Jud’s financial expertise,
philanthropy experience, knowledge of the Muncie marketplace and his work with community organizations throughout
central Indiana, along with his leadership qualities will provide us with excellent guidance as First Merchants grows as
the premier community bank.”

Mr. Fisher also serves on the Delaware Advancement Corporation Board of Directors, the Indiana University Health
Ball Memorial Hospital Board of Directors, the Indiana Commission for Higher Education, the Methodist Health
Foundation Board of Directors, and the Edmund F. and Virginia B. Ball Foundation Board of Directors.

First Merchants Corporation is a financial holding company headquartered in Muncie, Indiana. The Corporation is
comprised of First Merchants Bank, which also operates as Lafayette Bank & Trust, and First Merchants Private Wealth
Advisors which operates as a division of First Merchants Bank.

First Merchants Corporation’s common stock is traded on the NASDAQ Global Select Market System under the symbol
FRME. Quotations are carried in daily newspapers and can be found on the company’s Internet web page
(http://www.firstmerchants.com).

FIRST MERCHANTS and the Shield Logo are federally registered trademarks of First Merchants Corporation.


